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patrician Catulus tned to speak, but the people would not hear him. The vote passed by acclamation, and Pompey was for three yeais sovereign of the Roman world.
It now appeared how strong the Romans were when a fair chance was allowed them Pompey had no extraordinary talents, but not in three yeais, but in three months, the pirates were extinguished He divided the Mediterranean into thirteen districts, and allotted a squadron to each, under officers on whom he could thoroughly rely Ships and seamen were found in abundance lying idle from the suspension of trade In forty days he had cleared the seas between Gibraltai and Italy. He had captured entire coisarr fleets, and had sent the rest flying into the Cilician creeks Theie, in defence of their plunder and their families, they fought one desperate engagement, and when defeated, they surrendeied without a further blow Of real stiength they had possessed none from the first They had subsisted only through the guilty complicity of the Roman authorities, and they fell at the fiist stroke which was aimed at them in earnest Thirteen hundied pirate ships were burnt Their docks and arsenals were destroyed, and their fortresses were razed Twenty-two thousand prisoners fell into the hands of Pompey To the astonishment of mankind, Pompey neither impaled them, as the Senate had impaled the followers of Spartacus, nor even sold them for slaves He was contented to scatter them among inland colonies, where they could no longer be dangeious
The suppression of the buccaneers was really a brilliant piece of work, and the ease with which it was accomplished brought fresh disgrace on the Sen-